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The Legend of Zelda director is aiming 
for a live-action Miyazakr 


“Maze Runner’ filmmaker Wes Ball addresses his adaptation of the 
beloved video game. 


By Clark Collis — Published on December 5, 2023 
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Maze Runner franchise director Wes Ball is a huge fan of The Legend of 
Zelda and a major admirer of the animated movies by legendary Spirited 
Away filmmaker Hayao Miyazaki. Ball tells EW that he hopes both these 
passions will be evident in his planned adaptation of the beloved 
Nintendo video game series. 


Ball describes his vision as "this awesome fantasy-adventure movie that 
isn't like Lord of the Rings, it’s its own thing. I've always said, | would love 
to see a live-action Miyazaki. That wonder and whimsy that he brings to 
things, | would love to see something like that." 


Nintendo announced in November that ~ eee IS Ne Puen a live- 
action Legend of Zelda film, cen’ 
Link. Nintendo and Sony are cc 
Connolly (Jurassic World) writit 
and producing, the latter with c 
been more than 25 different ga 
hero Link, who wields the fame: 
Hylian princess Zelda to protec 
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Director Wes Ball and image from 'The Legend of Zelda: Tears of the Kingdom’. PHOTO: MARC 
PIASECKI/WIREIMAGE, JAKUB PORZYCKI/NURPHOTO VIA GETTY 


"It’s going to be awesome,’ Ball promises. "My whole life has led up to this 
moment. | grew up on Zelda and it is the most important property, | think, 
that’s untapped IP, if you will. So we very much are working hard to do 
something. We're not just trying to do it because we can. We want to 
make something really special." 


Ball is speaking to EW from New Zealand where he Is currently 
overseeing postproduction on Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes, (out 
May 24, 2024), the first entry ir” ~s aT 
2017's Matt Reeves-directed V 

hopes to shoot the video game 

current monkey business. 


"We're working on the script, al 
hard to say exactly," he explain: 
done, to have a little bit of ares 
and hopefully give fans what the 
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Ball himself has long dreamed of bringing The Legend of Zelda to movie 
screens and even tweeted about his desire to do so way back in 2010 
after seeing James Cameron's Avatar. "Since | could never even hope to 
have the chance to direct it... the next big mo-cap Avatar-like movie 
should be... THE LEGEND OF ZELDA," he wrote. 


"You saw that tweet?" Ball asks, when EW raises the subject. "I had 
forgotten I’d even done it. Someone dug it up [after Ball was announced 
as the Zelda director] and they put it out there. | was like, oh yeah, cool, 
that makes sense. James Cameron’s one of the guys | look up to in terms 
of movies. He’s able to do big, giant spectacle, but he's still able to ground 
his stories in a way that is very relatable to broad audiences. Avatar 
inspired me to ultimately make ~~ "4t!= shart Deel teak wad wwe mm bm tem 
Fox people, and they gave me t! 

went to Planet of the Apes and t 


Want more movie news? Sign 
newsletter to get the latest tr 
reviews, and more. 
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